


Epson printer produces highest quality fullcolour prints. 
 
The new Epson Stylus PRO 4000 is an 8 colour inkjet printer for the A2 format. 
 
Yesterday (16 september) Epson introduced a new colourprinter, specially made 
for the A2 and A3+ market segment. According to Duncan Ferguson, head of the 
European Epson business unit PROgraphic, the Epson Stylus PRO 4000 named 
printer should help in increasing the Epson share of that market from around 
nineteen percent in 2002 to thirthy five percent in 2004. The Stylus PRO 4000 
replaces the Stylus PRO 5000 range. The new printer has an 8-colour ink system 
with an automatic change between matte black and (gloss...E) black ink. 
Borderless colour and B&W prints are possible on rolls and sheets up to a width 
of 43 centimeter (17"...E). Maximum printspeed in 8-colourmode is 1 minute for 
A2 on normal paper and in 2 x 4-colourmode 
(CMYKCMYK...E) 0.6 minutes. Printing is possible on a wide range of substrates 
with a maximum thickness of 1.5 mm. B&W prints are easily varied with neutral, 
warm, cold and sepia toning. By that the duotone (duplex in Dutch ..E) from the 
past can be revived. To the ease of use belong among other features the 
maximum sized cartridges of 220 ml. The inklevel is guarded by a program and 
the controlpanel. On top of that there's a check that the right cartridge is in the 
right inkslot. That is also done for the waste container. (As if it is possible to 
exchange waste container and ink cart ...  The carts are chipped like the 7600 etc 
range ...E). 
 
The Epson Stylus PRO is available in 3 versions. (This is a European publication 
so it may be different for the rest of the world ...E). The Stylus PRO 4000-C8 is 
the 8-colour version (CcMmYKKk ...E) for photographers, artists, advertising 
agencies, design studios and publishers. The Stylus PRO 4000-C4 is the 2 x 4 
(CMYKCMYK) colourprinter for 3D-CAD, industrial design, GIS and POP display. 
The third version, the Stylus PRO 4000-PS is the Postscript version and in 
particular made for the prepress, printing industry. The technique of printing is 
based on inkjet, more specific the Epson micro piezo technology. By that there is 
a consistent high quality of printing possible, comparable with photo quality 
printing. Due to the advanced meniscus-control there will not be any spraying 
around the dot visible and by that it can be called a true round dot. ( "meniscus 
control" could be a reference to the general surface tension control in the ink, it 
could be the meniscus of the ink in the nozzle hole, it could be the surface of the 
dot on the paper, most likely it is the second one as I have seen that term used in 
publications on inkjet printengines, however the three are related ...E). A 
fullcolour print doesn't have bleed, not even with pigmentinks with a high density 
(I'm just the translator ...E). Humidity and temperature have little influence. Of 
course the maximum resolution of 2880 by 1440 dpi and the variable droplet size 
with a minimum of 3.5 picoliter helps in printing at photo quality level. The last 
also takes care of nice gradations and less grain. Next to the applied micro piezo 
technology, the Ultrachrome ink, also by Epson, contributes to a superb result. 
For that the wider gamut is responsible, it is wider than that of offset inks. The 



stability of the waterproof Ultrachrome ink is also high. Add to that the high 
Dmax, with matte substrates as well. The life of the print is long as it is based on 
the high resistance to light and gasses (exposure to ozon). According to Epson 
the lightfastness is more than seventy years with high quality (semi)gloss 
photopaper and more than seventy five years on texturised artpaper. In both 
cases with framing behind glass. 
 


