Removing the Motherboard from the Chassis of a DigiTech GSP-2101
The back-panel ¼” jack sockets of my 1994 GSP-2101 were beginning to be problematic.  I decided to replace them with REAN NYS216G TRS sockets that I purchased from Mouser Electronics:

http://www.mouser.com/ProductDetail/REAN-Neutrik/NYS216G/?qs=R5cXQUTKuHUK7EXEex/wbg==
These new connectors have gold-plated contacts, are dimensionally exact replacements and have solved the problem perfectly.
Below are the steps I took to remove the GSP-2101 motherboard from the chassis prior to replacing all 8 jack sockets.  There are 7 jack sockets attached to the back panel and 1 socket attached to the front panel.  My oldest GSP-2101 was manufactured in February of 1994 and my Artist Pro was manufactured in June of 1996.  The steps below are pertinent to all of my 2101’s so these steps should work for you as well.

If a step refers to removing a hex screw, the size of the hex driver is a secret closely guarded by DigiTech.  Careful research reveals you need a 7/64” hex driver.  I found that a T-15 star drive works just as well.

1. Remove the top cover.  Undo 7 screws (1 in the middle of the back panel and 3 on each side of the top cover) and the top hex screw from the middle of the front panel.
2. Locate the grey ribbon connector between the front panel and the motherboard.  Detach the connector from the motherboard, using a rocking motion if necessary.
3. Detach the Output potentiometer from the front panel.  Pull the black Output knob off of the potentiometer spindle (it has no set screw) and undo the nut using a 10 mm driver.

4. Remove the front panel from the chassis.  Undo the 5 hex screws holding the front panel to the chassis.

5. Clip 2 plastic ties.  Locate the 2 plastic ties securing the power wires to the motherboard.  One set of wires is purple and pink; the other set is red, orange, and yellow.  Carefully clip both plastic ties.

6. Locate the connectors between the 2 sets of wires described in step 5 above and the motherboard.  Each of these connectors is secured to the motherboard by a plastic clip.  Use a thin penknife to hold the clip open while using a rocking motion to remove the connector from the motherboard.

7. Remove the 7 black ¼” jack socket nuts from the back panel using a 15 mm driver.
8. Remove 4 black screws securing the 2 XLR sockets to the back panel.

9. Remove the lower 2 hex screws that clamp the heat sink on the back panel to the motherboard.

10. Remove the 12AX7 tube stabilizer T-bar and its hex rod.

11. Remove the 7 screws from the bottom of the chassis that secure the motherboard to the chassis.
· don’t remove the 2 screws securing the power transformer to the chassis

· don’t bend the chassis while loosening the screws

· note that the screw securing the 12AX7 T-bar hex rod is longer than the other 6 screws

12. You can now remove the motherboard from the chassis.

If you need to access any component beneath the XLR printed-circuit board, remove the 4 silver screws from the XLR board and pull the XLR board away from the motherboard, using a rocking motion to loosen the connector if necessary.  I needed to do this to access the ¼” jack sockets.
If you wish to replace the jack sockets, the hardest part of this whole process is removing the old sockets from the motherboard.  You’ll need some kind of de-soldering device.  I bought a Weller 7874B Desoldering Pump and use it together with a soldering iron.  Here’s a link to some excellent on-line instructions about how to de-solder components from a printed-circuit board:
http://www.hardwaresecrets.com/article/How-To-Desolder-Components/164
To reassemble your GSP-2101, simply reverse the above steps.  Before reassembly, I use this as an opportunity to clean the Data selector and the Output potentiometer with some electronic cleaner.  I also affix a business card to the inside of the chassis in case my beloved 2101 is stolen!

