Key-Stickers Tips

Put the template in the folder C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\Templates\Other Documents

Then you can select this file as a template from you list of ‘other templates’ when creating a new document in word.

Then you’ll need to go out and buy a sheet of laser / jet-printable adhesive labels that are not pre-scored into any shapes. I prefer clear labels because I’m no touch-typist, and I still need to see the letters on the keys. If you are a touch typist, it’s probably better to go with opaque labels as it can sometimes be difficult to read the writing where it overlaps the Key letter (although this can be alleviated somewhat by using coloured text). 

Then you need to enter your key-commands from logic. Not being a programmer, there’s no nifty utility to automatically read and enter all your Key-Commands from Logic, so you will have to do this yourself. 

I went through my assignments key by key with logic open to the key-commands screen. As you know, when you press a key in Logic’s key-command screen, it automatically scrolls to the function assigned to that key. All you need do then, is type it into the box in word (by the way, ALT-Tab is a Windows shortcut that will swap you between applications – very useful for tasks like this).

My system goes like this;

The first line is what happens when the key is pressed by itself.

Line 2 = that same key in combination with the Shift Key

3 = Shift and CTL

4 = CTL

5 = CTL + ALT

6 = ALT

7 = ALT + Shift

This doesn’t allow for key-commands that include Shift + ALT + CTL, but it’s as many lines as I could fit on one key and still be legible.

So on my keyboard, the letter T looks like this; 

You may also find it useful to use certain abbreviations such as;

> Next

< Previous

< > Outside

> < Inside

+ Add / create

- Delete/remove

Obj – Object

(Obj) – Rounded Object

Slct – Select

= - Equal

MT Empty

4 for

2 to

So instead of trying to squeeze “delete and select next object” into 12 characters, you can write:

 “-&Slct>Obj”.

Start entering your key-commands into the bottom squares first, and fill upwards, as this will be the trailing edge as the page goes through the printer. If you want to use the sheet again to print more labels in future, this is a good idea and it saves you $$$$.

You may want to print out some of the example keys I have done at the bottom first, so you can see what layout you find most legible on your keyboard. If you go with anything other than No. 1, you will have to create a default key, and copy it (CTL + drag  the highlighted edge of the box) to all the other squares. You're best to copy it several times to make a row, select those copies as well, and keep copying rows (it's quicker).

I you do decide to go with your own custom format, each line in your default box should have a single space at the beginning and be right justified. That way, you don't have to change text and highlight colours after entering each line's text. Mind though, you should use the ( (down arrow) Key, rather than the Enter key to get to the next line, otherwise the formatting will be continued on to the next line.

Then create a white rectangle over the sheet with no edge line (use the draw toolbar at the bottom of the window – if you don’t see it, you may have to install it off your Word / Office ’97 CD). Select the keys you want to print, Right click and select Order / Bring to Front.

Then resize the white rectangle so that it covers the whole sheet. Only the keys you brought to the front should be visible. There is an example rectangle over the keys at the top right of the template sheet.

Carefully put your acetate into the printer so that you feel confident it's as well aligned as possible in the feed-tray. Good alignment allows you to print off your next sheet without having the bottom of your next print-out fall off the page.

Print away on the highest resolution your printer can handle. When done, cut out with a blade.

Don't cut the end of the page square, however. Leave about 2 cm of the left and right margins hanging down, as there is a sensor for where the page ends. This will stop you being able to print right to the edge of the page, unless you fool the sensor - often located at the side of the page, which is why leaving about 2cm of margin works (at least on my printer).

There are no copyright or distribution conditions, I’m just happy that others might benefit from what I created.

This was created in word ’97 on windows ‘98se using an Epson Colour Stylus 600 and A4 Size paper. This all works great on my setup – hopefully it will on yours. 

If you run in to problems, just remember; 

Some computers respond to loud swearing, so it’s worth giving it a try just in case. (
Good Luck,

-Markus McCulloch, 
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